The impact of healthcare reform on rural home health agencies. Issues and responses.
Healthcare reform will have an impact on home health services, but the extent of change depends on which elements are legislated. The author discusses major issues of reform related to rural home health agencies. Several proactive strategies are recommended, including staffing for a community-based care model, linkages with health providers and community agencies, and political agendas to direct local, state, and national policies related to rural home health services.